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					You read the title? You read it, right? Well, sometimes my titles are truthful (for absolute values of "sometimes," and varying values of "truthful").



Here's the thing- I hate .pdfs. This isn't the type of pure and lovely hate I have for things that truly deserve it (Bards, Elves, Bards, people that refuse to acknowledge the John Wick trilogy as the greatest cinematic masterpiece of all time, Bards, people that think that superhero movies and anime are the greatest intellectual achievements of our time, and Bards). Instead, it's more of a, "Why isn't this a book? Books are awesome. This ... isn't awesome. It's the opposite of awesome. It sucks."



So I should give a useful disclaimer- I use electronic documents all the time. ALL. THE. TIME. Seriously, it's almost like it's part of my job, or something. So it's not as simple as an aversion to reading stuff on a screen. And I completely understand that having a document in an electronic format can be useful- searching for a particular piece of text is oh-so-easy with an electronic document. "Look, there are 147 too many occurrences of the word 'bard' in the PHB!" Moreover, I'm constantly on a phone, or tablet, or computer reading websites ... like this one ... so it's not an instinctive Luddite reaction.



Well, not entirely a Luddite reaction. Admittedly, the youths with their TikTokking and Discords and Chatsnapping frighten and confuse me, but I can always soothe myself with the sounds of Jelly Roll Morton on the phonograph.



Instead, it's something particular to books, and by extension, I think, to RPG books. I just don't seem to enjoy long periods of reading a single thing on a screen. It's not the same as curling up with a book. Nor is it the same when you have to bring a tablet (or what have you) to the gaming table. Ugh, to me, that's the worst. To the extent that my table has banned electronic devices during gaming.



So I am throwing these questions out for general discussion-



1. Do you correctly prefer your RPG materials to be in real, book form, or are you one of those .pdf lovers?



2. Relatedly, if you're a .pdf lover, how do you like Huey Lewis and the News? I mean, their early work was a little too new wave for my tastes, but when Sports came out in '83, I think they really came into their own, commercially and artistically. The whole album has a clear, crisp sound, and a new sheen of consummate professionalism that really gives the songs a big boost. Huey Lewis has been compared to Elvis Costello, but I think Huey has a far more bitter, cynical sense of humor.



3. Do you use electronic devices at your table when you are gaming in person (assuming this will ever happen again as it used to in the BEFORE TIMES)? 
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					1. At the moment, I prefer PDFs. All of my game groups but one are online, so I find having my reference material online is better for me.



2. I have never listened to Huey Lewis, and I think cynical humor is slowly going extinct, for better or for worse. But I don't know anything about comedy, so I completely pulled that opinion out of my ass.



3. I do use them while gaming in person. I have a laptop and iPad that I use for my in person group. I find it a lot easier when compared to paper products and so on to manage in real time.
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			1. Do you correctly prefer your RPG materials to be in real, book form, or are you one of those .pdf lovers?
		

		Click to expand...

	





I prefer books. But I do use electronic sources when I am away from the table and my books and need to quickly search for something. I prefer books because I have a hard time focusing on a screen to read anything longer than about 1000 words. Because I love writing in my books, highlighting, marginalia, cross stuff out! and most of all because I am old.










	
		
			
				Snarf Zagyg said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			2. Relatedly, if you're a .pdf lover, how do do you like Huey Lewis and the News? I mean, their early work was a little too new wave for my tastes, but when Sports came out in '83, I think they really came into their own, commercially and artistically. The whole album has a clear, crisp sound, and a new sheen of consummate professionalism that really gives the songs a big boost. Huey Lewis has been compared to Elvis Costello, but I think Huey has a far more bitter, cynical sense of humor.
		

		Click to expand...

	



This joke needs work and feels as outdated and corny as Patrick Bateman is supposed to seem in that movie and it makes me worry about you.













	
		
			
				Snarf Zagyg said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			3. Do you use electronic devices at your table when you are gaming in person (assuming this will ever happen again as it used to in the BEFORE TIMES)?
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My group does game in person post vax and one player usually has his lap top with him for a spreadsheet version of his spells/abilities he likes to refer to. I usually have mine too so I can consult our game wiki. Furthermore, sometimes a player needs to be remoted in, so then we have a couple of cameras going at the table.
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					I like owning physical media. I will settle for PDF if physical media is either not readily available or the price point is to high based on how much use it will get from me. So I do have a few books that I am likely to unload sometime in the near future, in part to make space for new books. Circle of Life.
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					I prefer books because they don't require a computer. I try to get away from the computer as much as I can.



PDF are really good to do searches. I have a lot of PDFs and use them regularly. 



We use computers, tablettes and phones when playing online. In person, I allow only phones to look up pdfs or wikis for rules. Having a paper character sheet is mandatory at my table.
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					I've yet to actually "Join" the All Dungeons and Dragon's Digital Player's Club(trademark never pending), but I will admit that I have a number of 5E pdfs currently on my laptop.



A number of them are from various 5E Kickstarters and some of the Humble Bundles stuff. So normally while I would have gotten both of Kobold Press's Tome of Beasts physically, when Humble Bundle was offering both of them last year along with a number of things, I jumped on that deal since it was a steal. So, I'll likely stick with just the pdf versions of those two books because of the deal. Same thing with the Underworld's Player's Guide and Kingdom of Ghouls since they were part of the same Humble Bundle deal. Also, I have wish listed a number of 4E related Dragon Magazines, for cherry picking of lore for my 5E games such as its stuff for Shadar-Kai, and they are all gonna be pdfs as well since I don't feel like hunting down the actual magazines. I just don't have that time. Also if something is pdf only, then I'll get the pdf.



But outside of those special circumstances, I'm pretty much physical books all the way. And when Nixlord's updated versions of his Monster Manual Expanded 1 and Expanded 2 come out, I'll be getting the three of those all in physical.
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					1. I like books, and have an extensive collection. But I have come to appreciate the games that will never get a print release. Lots of indie games out there that can't get a publisher or are only available in PDF (sometimes POD, but often there are interesting games that will never even be POD).



2. I'm old enough to remember when Huey Lewis and the News was being boycotted by parents groups for "I Want A New Drug".



3. My main gaming group will likely NEVER PLAY IN PERSON AGAIN so we all have to use electronic devices at the table.  And that's another place where PDFs shine because I can screenshare rules from the book or cut and paste blocks of rules text to them. (Of course that's also one of the benefits of using an open game system, since I can just point them at the SRD for the game as well).
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					1.If they were cheap and I had infinite storage space, my preference would be hardcover books with free .pdf for easy look up from my Google drive.



As it is, I buy hardcover for the ones I think I will use a lot and .pdf for the rest.



3. In the past, not if I have the hardcover books. Googling spells while playing on line might have changed that a bit. Hopefully we'll see sometime in 2022.
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					Books all the way. I find it harder to absorb information from an electronic device.
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					Re: 1. Physical vs PDF.



I'm British, I live in London, and I'm not incredibly wealthy (despite earning a hell of a lot more than average for the UK), so I love the idea of physical books, but I just absolutely do not have the space for them. If I was five-ten years older and/or got into the housing market earlier, I suspect this wouldn't be an issue.



So not having PDFs or some other digital format for me would be a huge problem. Luckily we've got DNDBeyond for now, which is actually more legible/usable, in app-book form than PDFs are, so that's cool.



However, I do need a digital format, and I'm really hoping DNDBeyond does give us a permanent digital format eventually, otherwise well, I guess my 5E material will vanish at some point. I don't buy things in physical formats any more. Especially not as I'd have to buy them twice with D&D, once to have and once digitally to work with online character sheets and so on.



Note that I do have a 15" transforming laptop which can turn into a massive tablet, which is how I read most RPG books these days. Getting this was part of what allowed me to move fully to digital.



Re: 3. Electronic devices.



We've used laptops at the table since we've had laptops, so like, since the 1990s. We used electronic devices a ton before as well. I don't anticipate that changing. Probably the most "physical" we ever got was actually 4E, because it required a battlemat even more than 3.XE, and so we had a battlemat, counters, pens, tokens, cards for tracking initiative, etc. - But we kept all the characters in the DDI (so they are now lost forever 
 
 
 ).



(As an aside, people seem to have got over being distracted by their mobiles, for the most part - when they were shiny and new, they were definitely distraction to the iPhone owners particularly, but now people seem much more capable of actually ignoring them for a few hours and/or identifying anything they actually need to respond to rather than trying to respond to everything).

				
			


			 

			
				
			
		

		

		
	

	


								

								
									
	

	
		
			
				Last edited: Jan 17, 2022
			
		

	

								

								
									

	


								

							
							


							
								
	

	
		
			
				




				
					
	
		
		
			

			
				

				

				Reply
			
		
		

	

	

				
			

		

		
			
	
	
			



	


Reactions:
JEB and payn
		


		

	

							
						

					
					
				
			
		
	

	
	

	

		
		
		


	




	
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
		
	

					

					

				
			
		
	

	
		
			
				




	

		1
	2
	3
	
					…
					

	
		
			Go to page

			
				
					

					Go
				

			

		

	


				
	11



	
		Next
	




	

	
		1 of 11
	
	

	
		
			Go to page

			
				
					

					Go
				

			

		

	



	
		
			Next 
		
		
			 Last
		
	










				
				
			
		

	

	
	





	

		
		

		

	







	
			
				
				

		
		

		
			
				

	
	

	
		
			
				
					
						
							
							
			 
		
						

					

					
				

			

			
				
					

					
						
						
	
	

	
		
	
	


	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	
		
	




	
	
		

		

	

	

	
		
			
				Post reply
			
		

		
			
				
					
					
						

	
	
	
		
		
			Insert quotes…
		
	
	

					
				
			

		
		
		
		
	


					
					
				

			

		

	


			

		

	
				
			

		



	
		
			
				Similar Threads


				
					
						
							

	

	

	
		
			
				
			S 
		
				
			

		

	

	
		
			

			
				
				
					
						Review
					
				
				Raiders of the Serpent Sea - Third Party 5E Review
			


			
				

				
						Sparky McDibben
	Nov 26, 2023
	
	
	
	
		
			*Dungeons & Dragons
		
	




					
						
						
							2
						
							3
						
							4
						
							5
						
							6
						
						
					
				
			

		

	

	
		
				Replies
	59


				Views
	6K


		

	

	
		
			
				Dec 3, 2023
				
					
						Shardstone
					
				

			
		

	

	
		
			
				
					
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	


						
							

	

	

	
		
			
				
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	
		
			

			
				
				
					
						D&D 5E
					
				
				Advent's Amazing Advice: Phandelver and Below: The Shattered Obelisk, A Campaign Fully Prepped and ready to go! (Part 1 Cragmaw Hideout)
			


			
				

				
						Advent's Amazing Advice
	Oct 5, 2023
	
	
	
	
		
			*Dungeons & Dragons
		
	




					
				
			

		

	

	
		
				Replies
	0


				Views
	1K


		

	

	
		
			
				Oct 5, 2023
				
					
						Advent's Amazing Advice
					
				

			
		

	

	
		
			
				
					
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	


						
							

	

	

	
		
			
				
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	
		
			

			
				
				
					
						D&D 5E
					
				
				Advent's Amazing Advice: Dragons of Stormwreck Isle Fully Prepped for New and Busy DM's (The Complete Collection)
			


			
				

				
						Advent's Amazing Advice
	Nov 9, 2023
	
	
	
	
		
			*Dungeons & Dragons
		
	




					
				
			

		

	

	
		
				Replies
	0


				Views
	938


		

	

	
		
			
				Nov 9, 2023
				
					
						Advent's Amazing Advice
					
				

			
		

	

	
		
			
				
					
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	


						
							

	

	

	
		
			
				
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	
		
			

			
				
				
					
						D&D 5E
					
				
				5E Survivor - Sourcebooks & Campaign Settings
			


			
				

				
						RealAlHazred
	Aug 10, 2023
	
	
	
	
		
			*Dungeons & Dragons
		
	




					
						
						
							25
						
							26
						
							27
						
							28
						
							29
						
						
					
				
			

		

	

	
		
				Replies
	282


				Views
	12K


		

	

	
		
			
				Aug 23, 2023
				
					
						MockingBird
					
				

			
		

	

	
		
			
				
					
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	


						
							

	

	

	
		
			
				
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	
		
			

			
				
				
					
						D&D 5E
					
				
				5E Survivor - Adventures
			


			
				

				
						RealAlHazred
	Aug 23, 2023
	
	
	
	
		
			*Dungeons & Dragons
		
	




					
						
						
							53
						
							54
						
							55
						
							56
						
							57
						
						
					
				
			

		

	

	
		
				Replies
	561


				Views
	19K


		

	

	
		
			
				Sep 24, 2023
				
					
						RealAlHazred
					
				

			
		

	

	
		
			
				
					
			 
		
				
			

		

	

	


						
					

				

			
		

	






	

	
		

		
			
				Share:
			

			
				
					
						
							
							Facebook
						
					

					
						
							 X (Twitter)
						
					

					
						
							
							Reddit
						
					

					
						
							
							Pinterest
						
					

					
						
							
							Tumblr
						
					

					
						
							
							WhatsApp
						
					

					
						
							
							Email
						
					

					
						

							
							Share
						
					

					
						
							
							Link
						
					
				
			

		

	











				
			

			
				
					
					
						

			Forum list
		


	
        
            Post thread…
        
	
 



	



	







Remove ads





	
		
			
				AD6_gamerati_skyscraper

			
			
				


	
Remove ads



			

		

	





	
		 Upcoming Releases

			
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					March 5
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Planestrider's Journal
				
					
					
						 (Level Up: Advanced 5th Edition)

					
					
					An entire cosmology for your 5E and A5E games!
			
Replies (34)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					April 16
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Vecna: Nest of the Eldritch Eye
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					Bonus prequel adventure for Eve of Ruin.
			
Replies (124)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					May 7
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Voidrunner’s Codex
				
					
					
						 (Level Up: Advanced 5th Edition)

					
					
					Take your A5E games to space!
			
Replies (6)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					May 31
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Vecna: Eve of Ruin
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					Adventure for levels 10-20.
			
Replies (466)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					June 3
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Vecna: Eve of Ruin Platinum Edition
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					Boxed deluxe set from Beadle & Grimm.
			
Replies (20)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					June 18
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				The Making of Original Dungeons & Dragons: 1970-1977
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					History of D&D.
			
Replies (118)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					July 16
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Quests From The Infinite Staircase
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					Adventure anthology for character levels 1 to 13.
			
Replies (75)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					September 17
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Player’s Handbook (2024)
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					Revised 2024 Player's Handbook.
			
Replies (155)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					October 1
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Monstrous Menagerie II
				
					
					
						 (Level Up: Advanced 5th Edition)

					
					
					The sequel to the acclaimed monster book!
			
Replies (21)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					November 12
				
				
					2024
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Dungeon Master’s Guide (2024)
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					Revised 2024 Dungeon Master's Guide.
			
Replies (118)
				

				
			

			
		

	 
 

					
	
						
	 
		 
			
			
			
  			
			
			
				
				
  				
      						
					February 18
				
				
					2025
				
							
				

	

		
 		
				
			
			
			
				
					

				Monster Manual (2025)
				
					
					
						 (Dungeons & Dragons)

					
					
					Revised 2025 Monster Manual.
			
Replies (89)
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